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a call to resist
illegitimate authority

February 29, 1976 - 720 Massachusetts Avenue, Room 4, Cambridge, Massachusetts

FRED HAMPTON:
6 YEARS LATER
(The following article is reprinted from the December,
1975 issue of Keep Strong, published by the Intercommunal Survival Committee in Chicago.)

December 4, 1975. It is six years since Illinois
Black Panther Party leader Fred Hampton and
Panther Party member Mark Clark were murdered in
a massive volley of gunfire by a special Police
Department unit assigned to the office of State's
Attorney Edward G. Hanrahan.
January S, 1976. On the 25th floor of Chicago's
sleek federal building• 1n Judge Samuel Perry's
courtroom, it is the opening day of a federal
court case brought by the mothers of the slain
men and the survivors of the pre-dawn raid.
Their civil suit for $47 million damages
charges public officials and police of the city•
county and federal government who were responsible
for the attack with conspiracy to deprive
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark of their civil rightsthat is, conspiracy to deprive them of life.
Mrs.Iberia Hampton, Mrs. Fannie Mae Clark, and
the survivors ( two of whom were wounded in the
attack) contend that the killings were political
assassination and that the highest level
governmental conspiracy to cover up the planning
and execution of the raid continues to this very
day.

Fred Hampton was only 21 years old when he
was shot 1n the head lying 1n his bed, helplessly drugged according to a special autopsy report. He began to tum his powerful mind and
seemingly boundless energy to solving problems
in the Black community as a teen-age activist
in the Maywood NAACP youth organization. By
the time he founded the Illinois chapter of the
Black Panther Party in 1968, he had practical
experience and a disciplined hunger for knowledge
well beyond his years. He knew a lot about the
city of Chicago and was known as a hard working
emerging youth leader with unusual integrity.
As Deputy chairman of the Illinois chapter,
both Hampton's political analysis and his deepest instincts led him to establish the organization's base in the heart of Chicago's poorest
Black community on the west side. That this was
also the heart of the Daley machine's power,
the area that allowed the mayor an almost certain
margin of victory in local elections and in
carrying the entire state in presidential elec•
tions, was perfectly we11 known to Hampton.
''Black people can and must organize for liberation" amidst these brutal conditions, he explained again and again.
)
(continued on page 6
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PANAMA & THE U.S.
D.B.SCHIRMER
(The following article is a slightly revised
version of a talk given at a rally held by the
National Comnittee for Panamanian Sovereignty
on 11 January 1976 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Th.e footnotes will be found at the end of the
article.)
Around 1900 the large banks and the monopolies came to dominate the government of the US
and they succeeded in pressuring President
William McKinley in to helping them find new
foreign markets for their surplus manufactured
goods and investment capital. Consequently, the
US government fought a war against Spain to gain
control over the Spanish colonies in the Caribbean - Cuba and Puerto Rico - and the Span:lah
colony in the Pacific - the Philippines - so
that US business would be better able to penetrate the markets of South America and Asia.
Having grabbed these colonies from decrepit imperial Spain, the US empire-builders next
turned their attention to the question of acquiring an isthmian canal so that their colonies
in the Pacific and in the Atlantic could be
joined together. Th.at ardent imperialist,
Theodore Roosevelt, set about securing the
Panama Canal. He offered Colombia (of which
Panama was a province at the time) $10 million
for the rights to what later became the Canal
Zone in Panama. When Colombia turned the offer
down Roosevelt watched closely as certain wealthy
Panamanians who stood to profit from a canal
came fontard. Conveniently enough these gentlemen organized a bloodless revolution against
Colombia and proclaimed Panama's independence.
When Colombia sent troops to put down the revolt,
the US Navy (on orders from Roosevelt) stood iu
the way.
The US government quickly recognized the
new government of Panama and the banking house
of J.P. Morgan became its financial agent, lending it funds (much of which, it was rumored,
went to pay off bribes to former Colombian officials in Panama, bribes that had eased the path
of the Panamanian revolution). A treaty was rushed through the new government by which the new
state granted the US control of the Panama Canal
Zone in perpetuity.
As Secretary of State John Hay wrote a
friend at the time:
As soon as the 2enate votes, we shall
have a treaty in the main very satisfactory to the United States; and we nrust
confess • • • not so advantageous to
Panama. You and I lmow too well how
many points there are in the treaty to
which a Panamanian patriot could object.1
(continued on page 2)

( P ~ , continued)
It must not be thought that this treaty was
voted through the Senate without any opposition
from the American people, for this was not the
case. An organization called the Anti-Imperialist League, with headquarters in Boston, organized meetings, held a petition campaign, and its
leaders spoke out• all again1t the Panama treaty.
George McNeill, the most respected labor leader
in Massachusetts with a nation"'Wide reputation,
opposed the treaty. So did Massachusetts Republican Senator George Frisbie Hoar, who rose to
the floor of the Senate to condemn Roosevelt's
use of the US Navy to thwart the Colombian
govemment.2

It should be noted, however, that there is
a split in the ruling class over the question of
revising the treaty. Opposition to any revision
has arisen from powerful reactionaries. A bul•
wark of this opposition is the Pentagon, which
does not want to lose control over the Zone as
a center for its important military bases in
the area. As one representative of the Pentagon said in discussing the question of US de•
fense of the Canal: "Perpetuity is not long
enough. 11 6 Also very vocal in oppo1it1on to
treaty revision are the US residents of the
Canal Zone (called Zoniana) 7 who ha-ve the privi.,.
leged status there of US coloniaU.sts and live
in a style that is known as "Southern Comfort."
On the other side of the fence, as has been
noted• the State Department has declared for
treaty revision. 'Ihe State Department's po• ition may be explained by the fact that Panama
. has recently become important to US banks as a
financial center in South America. As viaito.rs
leave the airport for Panama City they are greeted by a sign advertidng the Firat National Bank
of Boston. The skyline of the city is dominated
by buildings put up by the Chase Manhattan Bank,
the first .National, etc. 'lll.ese banking inatitu•
tions prefer doing business in a climate of
social and political stability, for it ia dif•
ficult to carry on banking if front windows are
continually being smashed by atreet demonstrators.
A concession on the issue of the Canal seems the
only way to achieve such stability. Other US
multi-nationals with investments in Latin America
are sensitive on the Canal issue for the same
reason: fear of the popular reaction throughout
Latin America that US obduracy might provoke.
Representatives of such corporate interests
(including the Chase, Gulf, and Shell~ etc.)
met last fall at the State Department and established what is ca11ed the Business and Professional Committee for a New Panama Canal Treaty.
It is clear that when the State Department
speaks of treaty revision it has these business
interests 1n mind - as well as the growing international pressures.
The Pentagon and the Zonians have been lobbying effectively in Congreas (where their support comes mainly from Southern conservative•)
through an organization that has been set up for
the purpose. Senator 'Ihurmond has claimed that
there are enough votes in the Senate to block
any treaty revision - such revision requires a
l'Wo-thirds. majority. 7 Moreover the Zonians'
lobby and die-hards in the Pentagon are taking
advantage of the fact that 1976 is an election
year to use their ties with the most reactionary
candidates to build further pressure against
any treaty rev.ls.ion.,8

But Roosevelt had his way. He later
bragged: "I took the Canal Zone and let the
Congress debate, and while the debate goes on,
the Canal does alao"3 - an early and clear example of what is now called imperial presidency.
This all happened in 1903. Since that time
the US has run the Canal Zone as a co1onial en•
clave in Panama and by keeping tolls cheap, has
given a huge armual subsidy to US shipping and
exporting interests. 'lll.is has been at the expense, of course, of the Panamanian people,_ who
have thus been robbed of the economic advantages
that go with their foremost natural resource:
their geographical position as an isthmus between
the Atlantic and the Pacific.

In addition the US government has used the
Canal Zone to establish an important military
base, the US Southern Connnand. lbis base has
been used as a headquarters for training counterinsurgency forces for South American dictators
and it was used to train US troops for Vietnam.
Here was organized the assassination of Che
Guevara.4 It is today a center of reactionary
military influence in South and Central America.
But times have changed. All over the
world insurgent peoples are doing away with
colonialism, and the Panamanians want to do away
with the US colonial enclave at the Zone. The
present Panamanian government of General Omar
Torrijos is responsive to the popular sentiment
in this regard. In their demand for control of
the Canal, the Panamanian people have the support
of the people of Latin America - indeed of progressive people throughout the world. For both
the 1973 UN Security Council• except for the
US and Great Britain - and the 1975 Conference
of Non-Aligned Nations have voted their support.
This helps explain why the US government
last year entered into negotiations with Panama
for a revision of the treaty. Ellsworth Bunker
leads these negotiations for the US and Henry
Kissinger has said of them that the US is prepared to concede control of the Canal "in several
decades" while retaining the US defense position
"for many decades."5

Ronald Reagan,. for example, is actively
using the platform of the primary campaign for
this purpose. Early in January this year he
spoke over nation-wide TV telling his audience
that the US should control the Canal forever.
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And before this - last November - Reagan visited
Boca Ratont Floridat where he conferred with Dr.
Arnulfo Arias, a former president of Panamat in
exile because he doesn't agree with the Torrijos
goven:unent and its demands for treaty revision.
Representing those wealthy Panamanians who since
1903 have grown fat off crumbs from the table of
US imperialism, Arias wants no change in US con•
trol. At the same time Reagan also met with
Manola Reyes, a Cuban anti-Castro activist and
exile. Reagan had what was called "a meeting
of the minds." with Arias and Reyes and expressed
"the hope that Panama and Cuba would have their
freedom again before too many moons pass."9
'lb.ere is no partisanship on this issue in
the present campaign. The same reactionary pressures are developing in the Democratic Party,
stimulated by Wallace. The Governor is for
holding on to control of the Canal. And in
September he publicly challenged the State Department on Panama, asking Kissinger how, after
the Indo-China defeat, the US could "afford
to give up control of the Panama Canal. 1110 Under
this attack from Wallace, Kissinger retreated
from the position advanced by the US in the treaty negotiations up to that point, namely that
there should be a time limit on US defense of the
Canal. Now Kissinger backed away and said that
the US should control defense of the Canal indef!nitely.,11

'Ibis, thent is the situation with respect to
Panama as the election campaign opens up in the
US: the ultra•right in both parties is putting
pressure on the Ford Administration in order to
thwart the negotiations to revise the Canal treatyt
and the Administration is retreating under this
pressure. Th.is retreat is indicated not only
in Kissinger's remarks in response to Wallace,
but also in the report that the Administration
is stalling on further negotiations until the
election campaign is overt hoping in effect
to lay low on this issue in 1976.

It is interesting to note that the two
Latin American leaders displeasing to Reagan
met early in January when General Torrijos
visited Castro. Castro pledged Cuban support
for the revision of the Canal treaty and urged
patience in the negotiations.1 2

lt is altogether possible, howevert that US
democratic opinion will rouse itself in 1976 in
order to counter the effect of the reactionary
offensive against treaty revision. This past
fall the Governing Board of the National Council
of Churches in the US (a leading Protestant body)
adopted a resolution calling on all member churches
to initiate an educational program in favor of
Panama Canal treaty revision. And in the fall
as well, a delegation of forty US anti-imperialists
(church and community leaderst students, teachers,
women, blacks, and 'lbird World people) visited
Panama at the invitation of the Torrijos government and made a declaration in favor of treaty
revision to the meeting of the Panamanian National
Assembly. In the process of formation at the
moment is a National Committee for Panamanian
Sovereignty designed to carry the issue to the
people of the us.

Even more significant, however, were the
repercussions in Panama itself of candidate
Reagan's intervention in the treaty situation.
On January 22 the Washington Post reported that
the Torrijos government had exiled fourteen con•
servative opponents (businessmen, lawyers, radio
commentators) to Ecuador, accusing them of plotting to undermine the Panamanian economy and the
current Canal negotiations with the us. M:>st of
the men concerned had been identified with a protest against the Torrijos government's control
of rice production, and a govermnent statement,
apparently referring to last fall's meeting between Reagan and Arias, said that those exiled
had "roots which link them to disgraced politicians who have received stimuli from a presidential candidate in the US at the cost of anti•
patriotic concessions in the new treaty
negotiations~"

US control of the Canal Zone involves not
only the issue of iq,erialism (in its most flagrant colonial form), but also the issue of white
supremacy, for the majority of Panamanians are
people of color. It is likelyt therefore, that
the growing support for treaty· revision in the
US is motivated in part at least by sentiments
like those expressed by Lincoln, who said,
•,-nien the white man governs himself that is
self-government; but when he governs himself and
also governs others that is no longer selfgovernment; it is de•potism. 1114 Certainly this
slogan inspired those US anti-imperialists
who protested Roosevelt's Panama coup some seven•
ty years ago~ for they often quoted it.

The matter did not rest at this point.
While Panamanian labor unions came forward in
defense of the Torrijos government and the
exiling of its fourteen conservative opponents,
certain business elements in Panama showed their
displeasure by a 24 hour strike. Some of the
US firms (like the Chase - one of whose vice
presidents, a minister in several previous
Panamanian governments, was among the exiles)
that had previously indicated sympathy for treaty
revision closed their doors to business.13
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(continued on page 5)

(PANAMA., continued)

A couple of years ago, back in the days of
the bog Gas Crisist a few people who
worked
together on anti-war and other causes ::n Suffolk
County (New York) came up with the idea of starting a newspaper that would be distributed for
free on gas lines. With people having to sit
for long periods waiting thPir turn at the pu~s,
we reasoned that this would be the ideal time to
get them to read the kind of paper that they
would not ordinarily pick up: a paper that would
give them perspectives on capitalism, imperialism
and working class struggles that they couldn't
get in the regular media. By the time we were
ready with the first issue (Mlrch 1974) the gas
lines had disappearedt but Suffolk Street Papers
was launched.

Although all of us in the collective define
ourselves as socialists, as a group we have as
yet no concrete political analysis. We therefore
feel a great need to develop further politically,
to grow together. As a step in this direction,
we have expanded our weekly meetings to include
a political study group. 'lhe study group, we
hopet will help us arrive at an analysis and
will enable us to evaluate the work we are doing
on the paper on a continuing basis.

To understand the paper and our struggles
with itt it is necessary to understand something
about Suffolk County. The easternmost county of
Long Island, much of Suffolk is typical suburbia,
with its ticky-tacky housing developments,
grotesque shopping centers and the Long Island
Expressway, on which commuters wend: their way
back and forth to the city in nightmarish traffic.
The far eastern end of the county is still largely rural, with potato and other farming. Most
(more than 95%) of the people in the county are
white; but their are coumunities with heavy concentrations of Blacks and Hispanics. What industry does exist tends to be small and scatteredt
with few places employing large numbers of people.
The distances that must be travelle~ to get prac•
tically anywhere are great, and there is no public
transportation (except to the major shopping:
malls). Because it is so difficult for people to
get together physically, it becomes even harder
to get· together in any other way. People in the
county tend to be isolated from each other and
from each others' problems.

Although we are still wrestling with some of
the larger issuest we are committed to a number
of shortterm goals+ One of these goals is to
encourage as many people as possible to reevaluate their lives~ to appraise the supposedly
gilded suburban existence that they-are leading.
The over-mortgaged• over-taxed house; the gasguzzling cars; the dreary job; the marriage that
will very likely ertd in divorce; the children
alienated from their parents-is this the fulfillment of the big promise of capitalism?
Really, isn't it just ·· another instance of the
workers getting shafted-only in such an artful
way the bosses hope they'll never be noticed.
Another StreetPapers goal is to try to integrate the personal and the po1itical-•to show
how racism, sexismt and imperialism are integral
parts of people's lives, programmed into every
institution in this society. We try to show how
socialism would change our lives--not just economically and politically, but every aspect of
our livest including what is most personal and
supposedly non-,,olitical. To this,endt our poli•
tical analyses extend to cultural and popular
events such as TV, movies, and sports.
We also focus attention on and give support
to local struggles. We have made considerable
efforts at organizing people against the nuclear
power plants that are in the process of being
built in this county. We have publicized instances
of police brutality and focused on coomunity
efforts to organize against the brutality. Recently we published the story of a Native American
junior high school student whose teacher directed
racist comments at her. As a result of its appearance in Street Papers, the incident was picked
up by the regular media and has received wide
coverage.

Politically, Suffolk is an extremely con•
servative area. In 1968 it gave Nixon the greatest plurality of any county in the nation; this
past November it defeated the ERA by a 60% to
40% margin.
It is in this setting that we have continued
to publish Suffolk Street Papers, struggling from
month to month to find the monev and enervv to
put out the next issue. We come out every six
weeks with a 16-page paper (we started out as
an 8~ager) which we distribute free at delicatessens, librariest and other places that are
willing to let us leave the paper for people to
pick up. To raise money we have fundraisers,
ask for contributions and subscriptionst and
take in a small amount of advertising. (Our
original policy was to take no advertisingt but
we eventually decided it would be acceptableand pragmatic-•to run ads for small business,
craftst and tradespeople. 'lhe ads are all the
same size and appear on one page.)
''We" is the StreetPapers collective-five of us, all of whom hold down fulltime
jo~s. By and large, each of us participates in
every aspect of putting out the paper--writing,
typesetting, layout, distribution, and fundraising. It is a big undertaking, and we look
foi:ward to the day when more people will join us.
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We give space and support to local alternative institutions (food co-ops, free schools, day
care centers, women's centers• ecology groups, etc.)I
'lhese groupA are listed in our "Spotlight" and
"Community Organizations" sections.

lt is also likely that those in support of
treaty revision would find of interest the remarks of another 19th century figure, Karl Marx.
Speaking to English workers about the British
Enq,ire and the Irish, he said, "Any nation that
oppresses another nation forges its own chains.•l5
A glance at those who oppose the Canal treaty
revision suggests the truth of this saying:
the Pentagon, Reagan, Wallace, the most re ...
actionary influences in US political life
represent a power that would further curtail
whatever liberties the people of the US, black
and white, now enjoy.
Today, more than ever,
Panamanian sovereignty and US democracy seem
interlinked.

Another important function is to bring to
people's attention issues and perspectives that
do not ordinarily receive publicity in this
county. 'lhis includes analysis of such issues
as the Middle Eastern situation, the Puerto Rican
independence movement, South Africa,or the banks'
responsibility in New York City's financial crisis.

FOOTOO'lES
1 Tyler Dennett, John Hay (Dodd, Mead & Co:
New York, 1933), P• 382.
2 D. B. Schirmer, Republic or BY:ire
(Schenkman Puhl. Co.: Cambridget 1972~ PP• 248f.
3 s. Nearing & 3. Freeman, Dollar Diplomacy
(B. w. Huebsch & the Viking Press: New York,
1926) P• 83.
4 A. St. George, "How the US Got Che",
True Magazine (April 1969).
5 New York Times (24 September 1975).
6 New York Times (16 September 1975).
7 New York Times (16 May & 14 Sept. 1975).
8 New York Times (9 November 1975);
Christian Science Monitor (5 December 1975).
9 New York Times (14 December 1975).
10 Boston Globe (19 September 1975).
11 Boston Globe (19 September 1975). Kis•
singer's remarks provoked a student-led demonstration at the US Embassy in Panama City in
which 100 embassy windows were smashed - New
York Times (25 September 1975).
-12 New.York Times (11 January 1976).
13 Washington Post (22 & 23 January 1976).
14 Quoted in Lenin, Iwerialism (Vanguard
Press: New York,, l929)t P• 93.
15 Marx and Engels~ Ireland & the Irish
Question (International Publishers: New York,
1972), P• 163.

In all of our writing, we make a determined
effort to avoid rhetorical language. The people
we are trying to reach are not only not leftists;
but they have been conditioned all their lives to
hate and fear socialism. They are, howeverJin•
telligent people. We hope that by writing in a
clear, non-dogma.tic way about issues that affect
their lives, we will be able to make an impact on
them.As to our long•term goals, we see these broadly
as: 1) developing class-consciousness, and 2)
helping to involve people in struggles that will
lead to socialism.
It is difficult to evaluate our program insofar
as these goals are concermed. For one thing, it
is nearly inq,ossible for us to assess reader reaction to our paper. We don't see the people who
pick up the papers we leave scattered all over
the county (although we do know the papers get
picked up), and unfortunately we have not gotten
the kind of feedback we would like to have. Although this is discouraging, we are not altogether
disheartened by it since we recognize the fact that
only very highly motivated people will sit down
and write a letter-•even about an issue they feel
strongly about. Most of us write such letters
only in our heads. On the positive side, we do
get verbal encouragement from people we happen to
talk to, and if an issue is late, calls start coming
in asking what happened to Street Papers.
Evaluation becomes harder still because we
are fully aware that a newspaper can only serve
a propaganda function -- it cannot create a revolution. To accomplish that, we must involve
ourselves and our communities in actual struggles.
In the long run, then• the sucess of a paper
like Suffolk Street Papers can only be measured
alongside the progress people make in concrete
revolutionary undertakings.
Over the course of two years we feel we have
learned a few things about putting out a paper,
but we are in a constant process of growth and
evolution. We would therefore be very much interested in hearing from people who are or have
been involved in similar projects. Perhaps we
could be of help and encouragement to each other.
Our address is Suffolk Street Papers, Box 972,
Smithtown, N.Y. 11787

*

SUBSCRIBE

*

FINAL NOTICE: IT IS TIME TO RE•SUBSCRD3E TO THE
RESIST NEWSLETTER. IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY
DONE SO, PLEASE RETURN THE ENCLOSED ENVEIDPE SO
'llIAT YOU WILL CONTINUE. RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER.

SINCE IT COSTS US $5 A YEAR TO PR:INT AND MAIL
YOUR COPY OF THE NEWSLET'IE~ PIEASE ENCLOSE AT
LEAST THAT AM>UNT n:! '!'HE RETURN ENVEWPE - IF
YOU CAN. IF YOU CAN'T, ENCLOSE WHA'lEVER YOU
CAN - EVEN NO'llIING IF THAT IS YOUR OONDITION.
IF YOU DECn>E TO BECOM: A RESIST PLEDGE YOU
WILL RECEIVE THE NEWSIETTER FO:l THE DURATION
OF -YOUR PLEDGE ACTIVITY.
IN ANY AND Af.L CASES JIIMEMBBR 'llIA T YOU MUST
RETURN THE ENCLOSED ENVEIDPE IN ORDER TO CONTINUE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.
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(FRED HAMPTON, continued)

members-•to read better, to speak, to run a
program--Hampton was obsessed with education.
He read and studied an enormous amount--history,
philosophy, political science. Then he'd frown
and focus on finding a way to explain to people
world events, the history of struggles for
freedom, the current national aituation, or the
situation on the comer. He was eloquent, and
he held audiences literally for hours spealdng,
taking questions, leading discussions.

Under Hampton's guidance, the Illinois
Black Panther Party initiated many "community
survival programs." Five free breakfast for
school children centers served hundreds of
nourishing hot meals every morning. A year long
struggle was begun to establish a free medical
center in Lawndale, a west side area which had
the least medical resources in the city and an
infant death rate more than twice that of white
Chicago's.

'!he organization was growing stronger~
city wide and around the state .. They were
active in and often leading a host of community
actions. Important coalitions were formed. And
they were just beginning.

They began with a door-to-door community
survey to find out what health services people
needed most and to recruit community volunteers.
The medical center survived an armed invasion
of the office when police destroyed all of the
thousands of dollars of medical equipment and
funds that had been gathered in months of work.
The free health clinic was opened in a completely remodeled shiny clean center shortly after
Fred I s death.
The medical center was a model of quality
health service. In addition to providing free
care at the center, its program included door•
to-door health screening and follow-up by teams
of trained community workers and medical personnel. A sickle cell anemia screening and followup program was developed that organized parents
throughout the city to bring the screening teams
into their schools. Over 20,000 people were tested and counseled in this one program alone. The
medical center helped organize community blood
drives to aid Cook County Hospital, which a
large part of Chicago's Black community depends
on for medical care. Connnunity health workerspatient advocates, laboratory technicians, etc.
- were trained.

At the age of 21 everyone in Chicago and
many around the country knew that Fred Hampton
. was a powerful leader in the Black liberation
movement,_ a man of unquestioned honesty with
enormous potential.
*-Jrlri.AAAAAA*AAkAAAAAAAAUAAA

From the hour that Fred Hampton and
Mark Clark were murdered, there has been
strong and widespread grass roots belief that
the official versions of the killings were
not true. In addition to the thousands of
pages of documents from the 3 year pre•trial
proceedings of the case which is now beginning
trial here in federal court, there are now
tens of thousands of pages of documents from
investigations into the murders by agencies
and grand juries of the city of Chicago, the
state of Illinois, the federal government, a
distinguished Citizens Commission of Inquiry
headed by Roy Wilkins and Ramsey Clark, and
from journalists and researchers.

Other grass roots programs begun under
Fred's direction included community political
education classes and a tutorial program for
youth at the office. In the winter time, an
emergency heat program had teams who responded
to a flood of calls from famili.es without heat.
'Ihey saw that landlords obeyed the law and
turned the heat on; they repaired furnaces and
provided electric heaters and blankets.

Hampton and Clark were murdered just before dawn. The survivors were arrested, hospitalized under guard, and jailed. By the time the
early editions of the morning paper hit the
streets an hour later, State's Attorney Edward
Hanrahan had announced the line that all major
local officials presented to the public: "The
immediate, violent criminal reaction of the
occupants in shooting at announced police officers emphasized the extreme viciousness of the
Black Panther Party." The police acting under
Hanrahan's authority "excercised good judgement,
considerable restraint, and professional discipline" in presenting a search warrant at 4 am
with machine guns and tear gas at an apartment
whose occupants they supposedly did not know.

The survival programs were growing, drawing
large numbers of community volunteers, serving
basic human needs, and providing an example of
unity, self-reliance, and the power of people
organized to make change. ''People learn through
observation and pa rt ic ip a tion," Hamp ton repeated
almost daily.
The phones in the office were ringing off
the hook, and a constant stream of people of
all ages were in and out, "I need to talk to
Fred." And they usually did. Some people used
to say he never slept. He did, but usually not
until he fell out after days of concentrated

Before 8 am, the Illinois Black Panther
Party, in a political decision that has been
key to uncovering the facts, allowed thousands
of people who spontaneously assembled at the
Panther apartment to tour it and observe for
themselves which way the bullets had been fired,
which doors had been broken down, and to see
for themselves Fred Hampton's freshly bloodstained bed. In the following few days too
many people saw with their own eyes, and the
first official version crumbled.

work.

Speaking at campuses, in high schools, at
community meetings and educational rallies of
300 to 500 people twice a month, talking intensely one to onr, constantly teaching Party
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The highlighta go like this: December>
1969. Hanrahan's story of an attack on the
police by the occupants of the apartment
(including a special TV re-enactment by the
police) folded. Hundreds of conmunity leaders
and national figures demanded special investigations of the police action. In the following
two years, amidst complex struggles and against
the unswerving opposition of Mayor Daley and
his machine, a special state grand jury in•
dicted Hanrahan and others involved in the raid.
A federal grand jury issued a tough report
condemning Hanrahan, other officials, and the
police for their actions and for a conspiracy
to cover up the facts. Ninety-nine to a hundred
shots were fired into the apartment by invad•
ing police, possibly one was fired by an
occupant, they concluded. However, they returned no federal indictments. At about the
same time~ all charges against the survivors
were dropped by Hanrahan. The Special Commission
of Inquiry concluded in a full-length booki
"There can be no possible legal or factual jus•
tification for this police use of firearms.
There was no 'shoot•out• ••• Systems of justice federal, state and local - failed to do their
duty to protect the lives and rights of citi•
zens,."
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark

Still many throughout the country, including the families of the dead men, did not
believe that the full story had come out, did
not believe that this was a case of local officials and police gone mad alone. Meanwhile
''Watergate " disclosed a federal government ,
policy and apparatus - FBI,CIA, White House,
Military Intelligence, IRS, etc.• designed to
destroy political opposition in the country,
and most importantly Black resistance. Mrs.
Hampton and Mrs. Clark believed that the
COIN'l'EIPRD program and other plans to smash
political dissent had a direct bearing on the
Hampton case. They filed a major civil damage
suit in federal court against all those directly

bly they followed national FBI policy to "disrupt"
Black organizations by any means necessary.
4. Marlin Johnson was head of the FBI' s
Chicago office at the time .. He played a key role
in gathering evidence for the special federal
grand jury on the Hampton case. He never testified nor disclosed any FBI connections with the
case. (Johnson is now head of the Chicago Police
Board.)
5. Federal documents show an agreement between the Justice Department and Hanrahan: If
Hanrahan dropped the charges against the survivors of the raid so that the case would not come
to trial, the federal government would not indict
Hanrahan. Th.at is what happened.
6. Jerrie Leonard, former head of the Civil
Rights Division of the Justice Department under
John Mitchell, was also head of the special
Justice Department unit (the Civil Disturbance
Group) that supervised federal policy and spying
on the Black Panther Party and others. Documents
from the Chicago FBI office about the Illinois
chapter and Fred Hampton were received by this
unit in Washington before the attack.
7. Other special federal connections have
been made with officials in Washington, and the
Justice Department has without exception fought
the disclosure of any evidence and attempted to
avoid producing witnesses.
a. Former Superintendent of Police, John
Conlisk, met with Richard Helms, former head of
the CIA, about "intelligence" matters in Chicago
before the attack.
9. Cooperation and joint spying by Military
Intelligence• local police and the FBI on the
Panthers and their attorneys before the attack and
since the.suit was filed has come to light.

responsible for the raid. As new evidence has
emerged more and more federal officials all the
way to Washington have been added as defendants
in the action.
Although much of the evidence is hidden
behind a court-ordered "secrecy" ruling, and
much more has yet to be produced* there are a
few key facts which have· now become part of the
written public record connecting the federal
government directly with the Hampton case.
1. William O'Neal, Jr. joined the Illinois
Black Panther Party as a paid FBI informer. There
were many others. He reported to a special unit
of the FBI in Chicago> and may have been involved
more or 1P.RA nit-ectt v in settin2 uo the attack
2. O'Neal was paid by and reported directiy
to Roy M. Mitchell, an FBI agent assigned to the
special Racial Matters (RM) squad. Mitchell
passed on detailed information to Hanrahan
including a floor plan of the apartment and the
position of Fred Han:pton' a bed two weeks before
the attack.
3. Mitchell's superior was Robert T. Piper,
head of the Racial Matters squad. Piper supervised
the counterintelligence squad called the "Black
Panther Task Force. 11 They communicated directly
with Washington and with local police. Presuma-

Statements from these and other federal of•
ficials have been taken by Mrs. Hampton's attorneys. However, Judge Perry has ruled:
(continued on page 8)
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(FRED HAMPTON, continued)
Th.is cannot happen unless the Court allows it to
happen. I brought this lawsuit to learn once and
for a11 what happened on December 4, 1969, and who
was responsible. I have a right to know this~ the
public also has a right to know it. The City of
Chicago would benefit from the truth being told."

1. The attorneys may not discuss with their own
clients the contents of these statements or of
the hundreds of government documents that have
been turned over to them.
2. These statements may not be made part of the
public court record (an extremely unusual ruling
in a civil case).

************************

For more information or to offer your
support, contact the December 4th Committee
53 W• Jackson Blvd., Room 1362, Chicago 11i.
60604. Tel. (312) 341•9766.
'

3. The attorneys have been severely limited before
questioning these witnesses about what they may
ask them.
4. The Chicago Police Department does not have to
turn over most of its intelligence files on the
Illinois Black Panther Party and Fred Hampton.

GRANTS

s. The names of informers on whose statement~ the
original warrants for the raid were obtained
cannot be turned over to the plaintiffs.

The Susan Saxe Defense Comnittee
P.O.Box 39, Somerville, Massachusetts 02144
As part of the educational work that the
Defense Committee is doing on the issues raised
by the trial a sub-group of the committee is producing a video-tape documentary about Susan that
talks about the Vietnam war and the anti-war
movement, about women's and gay oppression, about
the nature of prisons, etc.

This is a partial list of the restrictions
on the plaintiffs who argue they desperately
need to piece together the details of the massive
conspiracy.
In the last pre-trial ruling Mrs. Hampton
moved that Judge Perry be removed from the case
because of his bias toward Black people and
especially those Black people with connections to
the Black Panther Party. Federal 3udge Lynch,
formerly Mayor Daley's law partner, denied the
motion.
The Hampton case :ls no Watergate, although
many believe it reflects the true meaning of
Watergate. It is not about a burglary; it is
about murder and conspiracy. It is not about
spying on nationally prominent respectable white
political figures; it is about spying on out•
spoken bold Black leaders and organizations. 'Ihia
is not Judge Sirica's courtroom; it is 3udge Perry's
courtroom, a man with ties for many years to the
Daley machine.
This case has its "local com1ections" too.
Although too complex to detail here, the Hampton
case is interwoven directly with the Mayor not
only through Hanrahan, but through ..Jack Clark, the
Mayor's personal political spy recently released
from jail, through Chicago's unfolding scandal
of police spying, burglary, and provocation against
political and coD111Unity groups that has resulted
in yet more grand juries and more special investigations. Through the heart of all this are the
threads of the Hampton case. A prominent Chicago
researcher and journalist following the case
commented r~cently, "'Ihe same names, the same
names are involved in all of it.,"
Mrs. Hampton's position was stated in her
motion to removed Judge Perry: "Although we
seek $47 million in damages, there is not enough
money in the world to pay for my son's life. The
incident responsible for this lawsuit was a
violent attack on members of the Black Panther
Party. We look to the courtroom as the place
where the true facts surrounding the deaths of
Ft"ed Hampton and Mark Clark can be discovered.
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Co1IB11Unity Media Foundation, Inc,
1.10 East 23rd Street, New York, New York 10010
The Foundation is working to establish a
training program for members of minority groups
now generally denied access to the major media
to train them in every aspect of journalism and
non•Madison Avenue public relations so that they
can get their stories told in the existing media
or in newspapers, etc~ of their own construction.
Project More
611 Congress Avenue, New Haven. Connecticut 06519
Project l!odel .Q.ffencer lie-integration ~perlence,. one part of the Hill Neighborhood Coi:p.,
in addition to providing services for ex-prisoners,
works to affect change in the penal system.
July Fourth Coalition
P.O.Box 205• Cooper Station~ New York, NY 10003
The Coalition is holding a February conference organizing toward a major counterbicentennial demonstration in Philadelphia.
Center for Servicemen's yghts
P.O.Box 2016t San Diego, California 92112
The Center publishes Up from the Bottomt
a GI newspaper widely distributed around military
bases in California. It has long been a useful
tool in GI organizing.
Interconununal Survival Committee
1056 w. Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60640
The main effort of ISC has been to create
a community apparatus through the development of
survival programs that can mobilize the community
in its own defense and defense of progressive
struggles everywhere. It publishes a magazine•
Keep Strongt which reports on its many conmunity
activities among mostly Appalachian white working
class folk in Chicago's Uptown area.

